
from Artisan Financial Services
eBOOK

www.irstaxconsultant.com

Written by Maria Stoney, EA, CFP

© 2015 Artisan Financial Services, Inc. Do not reprint or redistribute without express permission from the 
author.

The information contained in this document is for information purposes only and does not consititute 
financial advice. Before making any decision, we recommend you consult a financial planner to take into 
account your particular business objectives, financial situation and needs.

The 10 Most Common
FINANCIAL MISTAKES

to Small Business Owners
EVERY YEAR

COSTING $MILLIONS

http://www.irstaxconsultant.com


eBOOK02 Artisan Financial Services

Phone : (678) 474-9997 | E-Mail : info@artisanfinancialservices.com | www.irstaxconsultant.com © 2015 Artisan Financial Services, Inc. 

CONTENTS

THE 10 MOST COMMON FINANCIAL MISTAKES COSTING 
$MILLIONS TO SMALL BUSINESS OWNERS EVERY YEAR

Introduction
FATAL MISTAKES you must absolutely, postively eliminate from your business right now!
Page 3

Financial Mistake #1
Failure to have an ultimate goal 
and a plan for how to get there.

Page 5

Financial Mistake #2
Failure to keep good financial 
records.

Page 7

Financial Mistake #3
Only concentrating on the top 
line.

Page 9

Financial Mistake #4
Not making it easy for customers 
to pay.

Page 11

Financial Mistake #5
Failure to implement cost-cutting 
strategies.

Page 13

Financial Mistake #6
Doing your own books 
(DIY Accounting)

Page 15

Financial Mistake #7
Not talking to your accountant.

Page 17

Financial Mistake #8
Not understanding the impact of 
your selected entity type.

Page 19

Financial Mistake #9
Underestimating the importance 
of tax planning.

Page 21

Financial Mistake #10
Not recognizing the “Acres of 
Diamonds” within your business.

Page 23

About Artisan Financial Services
Page 25

About The Author
Page 27



THE 10 MOST COMMON  
FINANCIAL MISTAKES 03

Phone : (678) 474-9997 | E-Mail : info@artisanfinancialservices.com | www.irstaxconsultant.com © 2015 Artisan Financial Services, Inc. 

We see it every day. People making these fatal mistakes. And even if they’re 
not fatal, they are having a massive detrimental effect on their business. 
It’s not that the business owners are doing it on purpose. Of course not. It’s 
just that these financial mistakes are being adopted because people simply 
don’t realize that what they’re doing is having a catastrophic effect on their 
businesses.

Call it lack of knowledge. Call it lack of professional guidance, or even lack 
of competent professional guidance.  Call it what you like. The point is 
that almost every business is wasting hundreds of thousands of dollars 
because they’re making these mistakes – without even knowing it!

Statistics tell us that 80% of businesses go bust during the first five years 
of operation. And of those that remain, 80% will not be in business ten 
years from when they started. That’s a scary but true statistic – especially 
when you think these figures don’t include the current difficult economic 
conditions!

The fact is in today’s economic environment, the success or failure of any 
business can depend on how well the business is financially managed.

This may be difficult for you to agree with at the moment, but as you read 
through each one of the following mistakes, you’ll quickly understand, with 
sound financial foundations you can win – and win big! 

INTRODUCTION

THE 10 MOST COMMON FINANCIAL 
MISTAKES COSTING $MILLIONS TO 
SMALL BUSINESS OWNERS EVERY YEAR

BY MARIA STONEY, EA, CFP
ARTISAN FINANCIAL SERVICES

FATAL MISTAKES YOU 
MUST ABSOLUTELY, 
POSTIVELY ELIMINATE 
FROM YOUR BUSINESS 
RIGHT NOW!
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Share this book on LinkedIn

Post a link on Facebook

Email this book to a friend
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http://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=http://bit.ly/ArtisanEBook
mailto:?subject=eBook&body=I%20thought%20this%20ebook%20might%20be%20useful%20to%20you:%20http://bit.ly/ArtisanEBook
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Because these financial mistakes are SO common, this presents a huge 
opportunity for you RIGHT NOW. We guarantee your competition will be 
committing these mistakes in their own businesses. Mistakes they’re not 
even aware of. Mistakes you can now transform into winning strategies.

By looking at the common mistakes and the negative impact each 
one has on a business, you will get an appreciation of the significant 
improvements you can make in your own business. You will be able to 
spot the mistake before it happens. And you’ll ultimately be in a position 
to transform each mistake into powerful financial strategies that generate 
windfall profits the moment you take action!

As you read through each mistake, think about your business and see 
how well you’re doing in each of the areas.

Some mistakes are admittedly worse than others. Some can be 
catastrophic (hopefully you aren’t committing any of these!). But if you 
catch them soon enough – you’ll have time to act. And ACT is what you 
must do. If you keep doing the same things – you’re going to get the same 
results. 

If you take control of your business and ensure you avoid making these 
common mistakes, you can expect truly amazing results! That’s the true 
purpose of this eBook. Identify what you’re doing wrong, put it right, and 
skyrocket the profits of your business.

INTRODUCTION
Continued from page 3

PLEASE NOTE

After each Financial & Tax 
Mistake you’ll see a box like 
this explaining how we, as 
an organization, help our 
clients eliminate the mistake 
from their businesses and 
create a powerful and winning 
alternative.

Please read these ‘Side Bar’ 
comments. They will help 
you further understand what 
incredible results can be 
achieved when you use an 
accountant that’s focused on 
helping you build a better 
business!
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FINANCIAL MISTAKE #1
Failure to have an ultimate goal and a plan for how to get there.

You wouldn't set out on a long car journey without knowing your 
destination...unless you want to waste an awful lot of time and money. 
The same applies to your business. 

If you don’t know what your goal is then you have no target to focus on.  
Your decision-making becomes reactive since there is no forward-looking 
element to it.  Business management lacks consistency since there is no 
point on the horizon to guide your thinking.

Whatever stage your business is at, taking time to think about what you are 
actually trying to achieve is invaluable. So if you haven’t already done so…

• Take a blank piece of paper.

• Mentally put to one side all your current problems, issues and 
constraints (trust us!).

• Write down in bullet-point fashion what it is that you really want to 
achieve with your business. This should be no more than half a dozen 
points but could be as few as one.

• Frame It!  Now you have some goals.
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In business, knowing your goals is a big step forward but it is only step 
one; you need a Business or Financial Plan for getting there.  

A plan will show you the most effective route and will tell you what’s 
possible and what changes are needed.  More importantly, as 
circumstances require change, the existence of a plan, like a map for your 
business, will help you pick the most effective route for getting back on 
track.  Guesswork is removed from your decision-making.

Creating an effective business plan isn’t a 5-minute exercise.

It is very difficult to create an achievable and meaningful plan without 
a trained professional to guide and assist you. An accountant with a 
financial planning background should be ideal for this role. 

The plan should never be seen as fixed. It will continue to evolve, both 
during its creation and implementation.

FINANCIAL MISTAKE #1
Continued from page 5

PLEASE NOTE

We have a cost-effective program 
for helping you to create and 
maintain this critical business 
tool. It’s your plan but we use our 
expertise to facilitate and help 
you complete it. 
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FINANCIAL MISTAKE #2
Failure to keep good financial records.

Failing to maintain accurate records on a timely basis is 
recognized as one of the main causes of business failure.

Imagine taking your car on a long journey (again) without any dashboard 
information being available to you.  You don’t know what speed you’re 
doing, whether any faults are developing or when you are going to run out 
of fuel.  

You may think that you have enough driving experience to be able to gauge 
these things in your head but at some point you are going to get it wrong 
and there is nothing to tell you otherwise. You are heading for trouble.

Running your business without good financial information is exactly the 
same. You may think that things are okay but you have no meaningful 
record of what you’ve actually done and, more importantly, what’s coming 
up.

Some of the reasons we hear for not having good records are “I’m too 
small”, “I can’t afford an accountant”, or “I’m too busy to focus on this.” 
But the most common reason is “I do it myself.” This is becoming so 
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FINANCIAL MISTAKE #2
Continued from page 7

commonplace that we have dedicated a whole section on DIY (Do It 
Yourself Accounting) under Financial Mistake #6.  

It’s all well and good having an accounting system in place but if it’s not 
kept properly or up-to-date then you still can’t get accurate information on 
your business as quickly as you need to.  

PLEASE NOTE

We know you have many 
priorities to address when 
running your business, but 
this is one that should not be 
ignored. It is the foundation 
for everything to come and 
can be easily remedied.  

How do you know when you 
should hire an accountant? 

The answer is before you 
think you need one!

It’s never too early to engage 
us to help set-up your 
recordkeeping properly. 
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FINANCIAL MISTAKE #3
Only concentrating on your top line.

ARE ALL SALES EQUAL?

Do you really know how much profit you make on each and every sale?  
Do you even know if you make a profit?  Many businesses are unaware 
of the exact profit they make as they don’t monitor closely enough the 
different elements that go to make up the sale.  Direct Costs are generally 
incomplete or outdated. Price lists are not regularly reviewed. Sales 
volumes and sales mixes change and become out of step with the costing 
model. 

Not all sales yield the same profits. A simple check lies within your type of 
sales and account agreements. Monitoring your gross profit percentage will 
identify any negative trends before it’s too late.

Closely monitor gross profit yields by departmentalizing your various profit 
centers and incorporating this into your financial reporting.

With so many variables influencing your costs they should be regularly 
reviewed, at least annually and after key economic changes.
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FINANCIAL MISTAKE #3
Continued from page 9

PLEASE NOTE

Most companies have several 
different types of sales with 
varying degrees of profit margins 
– yet it is surprising to us to see 
ALL SALES combined together 
and ALL COSTS to determine one 
big Gross Profit margin on their 
Financial Statements.

Without departmentalizing 
or reviewing your different 
sales classes, you miss out on 
determining where best to focus 
your resources – “Generalizing” 
can dilute your overall profit 
performance.
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FINANCIAL MISTAKE #4
Not making it easy for customers to pay.

Fundamental to any commercial operation is getting paid for the sale. The 
hard work associated with a sale combined with costs of production and 
overhead have all been incurred. The cost to any business with weak terms 
or credit policies can be catastrophic.  Availing yourself and your customers 
with the latest technology for paying your invoice can ensure your hard 
work will be properly rewarded.

Besides ensuring that you have implemented an accurate billing system, 
key areas of consideration for getting paid should be:

1.  Having clear and concise terms and conditions for all 
customers.

2.  Whenever possible create auto-billing through EFT or credit 
cards for standard monthly fees.

3.  Offer online ability to pay using credit cards on your website 
or Pay Pal services.

4.  Create an environment where you do not finance your 
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own sales. For large ticket sales, find alternative methods, 
such as finance companies, to offer revolving credit to your 
customers.

5.  If you must offer terms due to your type of industry, 
establish internal credit criteria. Offer discounts for COD or 
early payment. 

FINANCIAL MISTAKE #4
Continued from page 11

PLEASE NOTE:

We work closely with our clients 
in establishing systems.

We offer a Sales & Billing check-
up to see where you can improve 
in this area.
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FINANCIAL MISTAKE #5
Failure to implement cost-cutting strategies

PAYING TOO MUCH?

Watching the pennies is as good advice now as it has ever been. Often a 
money-saving opportunity is missed because it seems insignificant given 
the grander picture. 

The truth is that the opportunities for dramatic savings on a single line item 
are rare while a range of small savings spread over several smaller line 
items can have the same effect but are much more achievable. Taking just 
1% or 2% off each line item of your overhead will add up to significant 
savings year after year.

There is a balance to be achieved between cost and value. Cheapest often 
isn’t the best and you should be looking to achieve best value for your 
budget as opposed to the lowest possible solution. 

It’s too easy to cut back on ‘soft’ spending such as training, marketing and 
accounting advice, but all are critical to the development of any business. 
And in some instances, these expenditures can create tax credit subsidies 
from the government to help decrease costs further. 



eBOOK014 Artisan Financial Services

Phone : (678) 474-9997 | E-Mail : info@artisanfinancialservices.com | www.irstaxconsultant.com © 2015 Artisan Financial Services, Inc. 

The key is to ensure that cost cutting is part of your on-going business 
strategy; and that you engage in this process in a thoughtful and 
methodical way. 

FINANCIAL MISTAKE #5
Continued from page 13

PLEASE NOTE

We regularly assist our 
clients with cost reduction 
exercises as part of our ‘Profit 
Improvement Service’. We 
have relationships with many 
vendors that can provide 
better pricing to you than you 
can find on your own. 

And on the subject of the cost 
of advice, 

The savings we are able 
to find for you is usually 
significantly higher than our 
fees. 
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FINANCIAL MISTAKE #6
Doing your own books.

DIY (DO IT YOURSELF) ACCOUNTING

In recent years, the Internet has made readily available and accessible 
software for individuals to handle their own bookkeeping to save money. 
The marketing of this software (QuickBooks primarily, but there are many 
others coming into popularity) has generated the mistaken belief that all 
you need is software and you can do all that is required of you to run a 
business.

Unless you have an accounting background, these systems can cause 
more harm than good for unsuspecting business owners. We come 
across many small businesses with little or no accounting experience 
that use QuickBooks for their bill paying and customer i 15nvoicing. They 
assume that the records created with these items are sufficient to file 
their taxes and they subsequently hand this over to their tax preparer 
or CPA at year end to file their taxes with no formal review as to their 
accuracy. 

Many we have interviewed believe that their tax preparer is correcting 
what needs to be done before filing their returns. I can assure you, this 
is not the case. If you didn’t hire an accountant specifically to do your 
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books, he is not going to correct yours unless there is a fee involved. Don’t 
assume anything different is being reported to the government other 
than what you provide to the accountant!

This is what you are risking by doing your own books:

1. You have no reliable sounding board from a professional to assist 
you with your business decisions.

2. Your income could be overstated because you are unaware of 
accounting procedures and deductions available to you- causing you 
to over pay your taxes.

3. In the event of an audit, IRS will require that a copy of your QB file 
be sent to them. If the records are not reported accurately, you may 
risk having to pay more taxes unless you can defend the entries.

4. The accuracy of your records could be questioned by your lender 
causing a denial of a business loan or mortgage that you may need 
to run your business.

In other words…. You put your business at risk and cost your 
business far more than the accounting fees that were perceived 
saved.

FINANCIAL MISTAKE #6
Continued from page 15

PLEASE NOTE

Don’t fall for this trap. At the 
very least: 

1. Have a professional set-up a 
regular accounting system for 
you with month-end closing 
procedures. If you want to use 
QuickBooks, there is nothing 
wrong with the software if 
used properly.

2. Get some accounting 
training.

3. Have your records 
periodically reviewed during 
the year by a professional who 
can spot discrepancies.

Alternatively, there are many 
affordable ways to integrate 
your software directly with 
your accountant’s office to 
share the workload and save 
on fees – we can help!
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FINANCIAL MISTAKE #7
Not talking to your accountant.

The good news is most critical financial mistakes are easy to avoid if you 
follow this one rule:

TALK TO YOUR ACCOUNTANT FIRST!

Having an accountant available who is willing to act as a sounding board on 
important financial decisions is an invaluable resource.

Small business owners by definition are confident, independent-minded 
individuals, so their natural tendency is to approach business decisions 
on their own. By not utilizing a financial professional’s expertise when 
approaching business decisions, chances of expensive error or missed 
opportunity are much greater.

Sometimes merely changing the tax structure or timing of an activity can 
save thousands of dollars – but proactive discussion and planning before 
the decision is made is critical. 

TIP: When choosing an accountant, be mindful that not all accountants are 
easy communicators – some may actually want limited contact with you!

If you feel that the accountant you are currently using is not interested 
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in helping you run your business smarter – look for someone else right 
away. The decision to stay could be costly!

Be sure to pick someone you enjoy speaking with and who can explain 
things to you in a manner that you can understand. This will make it 
easier for you to want to pick up the phone when you have an issue to 
discuss. 

FINANCIAL MISTAKE #7
Continued from page 17

PLEASE NOTE

We always advise our clients that 
we would rather hear: 

“I am thinking about doing 
______” ; Instead of finding out at 
tax time: “I did ______.”

If we can talk to you proactively 
before a financial event has 
occurred, chances are we can 
save you significant amounts of 
money in taxes and/or profits. 
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FINANCIAL MISTAKE #8
Not understanding the impact of your selected entity type.

By now you should recognize a common theme on how to avoid many of 
the top financial mistakes you may encounter as a small business owner: 
which is to work with a trusted financial advisor to guide you and help you 
make business decisions in a proactive way that will have a positive impact 
on your bottom line.

Of all the choices you make when starting a business, one of the most 
important decisions you make will be the legal entity you choose for your 
company. It will affect your business in 3 ways:

• The amount of taxes you pay

• The personal liability you face

• The amount of paperwork that will be required

The wrong choice; either made prematurely, made on your own, or not at 
all; could have serious tax and liability consequences to your business. 

We see many situations, unfortunately after-the-fact, which could have 
been avoided if advice had been sought prior to decisions being made. 
One taxpayer in particular, had set-up their own corporation with the 
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FINANCIAL MISTAKE #8
Continued from page 19

PLEASE NOTE

The bottom line – 

Don’t take this very important 
step lightly, and don’t make it 
on your own based on what 
somebody else has done - you 
have unique needs and should 
seek expert tax advice before 
moving forward. We can help!

state because it is so “easy to do” – but never followed through with many compliance issues 
required by IRS to establish a corporate entity and ended up having to pay $182,000 in 
additional taxes in the first year of operations!

There is a two-step process of creating a separate entity – one is filing with the state, the 
second is by filing various elections (basically, declarations with IRS) that need to be made in 
advance on how you want to treat the taxation of your income. 

The second step – electing your taxation methods – is the step most often missed if the 
business owner does the entity set-up themselves or only seeks advice from an attorney to 
set-up the entity. This is the step that has the greatest financial impact for your company!

The basic entity types recognized by IRS:

• Sole Proprietorship – single owner, no formal formation, no personal liability 
protection, earnings subject to self-employment tax

• Partnership – multiple owners, governed by partnership agreement, 
potential personal liability, taxed to partners: earnings subject to self-
employment tax

• Corporation – Liability protection, pays tax at corporate level or 
shareholder level – depending on status elected (Sub-S or C); potential to 
reduce taxation

What about an LLC?  LLC – is a “disregarded entity” according to IRS. Certain 
elections can be made and it can be taxed in different ways based on those 
choices. Without elections the taxation is similar to either Sole Proprietorship 
or Partnerships above.
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FINANCIAL MISTAKE #9
Underestimating the importance of tax planning.

What comes to mind when you hear the words “tax planning?” Does it 
mean planning what you will do with your refund? Or planning for the 
amount you will owe? Or are taxes something you don’t think about until 
tax time because there really isn’t anything you can do about it anyway?

The vast majority of small business owners do believe that ultimately there 
is nothing they can do about their taxes – they just cross their fingers at tax 
time and hope that their tax preparer will figure out all the loopholes for 
them when they do their return. 

Anyway – if there was anything they could do to lower their taxes, their 
accountant would tell them….right? Wrong – if you wait until tax time to 
“plan” your taxes, you have missed the boat!

Tax planning is the practice of using tax law provisions to your full 
advantage in order to legally avoid taxation. It has nothing to do with the 
actual preparation of your tax return, which is actually just “recording” 
transactions that have already occurred.

What we are talking about here is the art of “shaping” your financial 
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activities for the year, not just recording the past. This is how you end 
up at tax time paying the lowest possible tax. In order to be effective Tax 
planning has to occur during the year (proactively) – the earlier the better – 
and needs to be monitored during the year if any material changes occur.

Tax planning is used extensively by the wealthy, but is available to all who 
avail themselves of this service. Once you understand the impact this 
can ultimately have on your business cash flow, it will be something you 
will insist on doing year after year. If your accountant is not offering this 
service, look for an accountant who does (not all do). 

Don’t be afraid of the additional fees – this one pays for itself many times 
over!

FINANCIAL MISTAKE #9
Continued from page 21

PLEASE NOTE

It can even work if you are 
anticipating a loss. We had 
a client that regularly had 
profits, but suffered a loss 
year. She didn’t think she 
needed any planning that 
year, but we convinced her to 
come in anyway. By tweaking 
a few things prior to year-
end, such as reclassifying 
distributions as W-2 income, 
she was able to qualify for 
over $8,000 in government 
subsidies and received a 
refund. 

Tax planning should occur 
no later than the 4th quarter 
of the current year to be 
effective. Schedule a meeting 
with a tax professional to see 
what savings are available to 
you.
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FINANCIAL MISTAKE #10
Not recognizing the "Acres of Diamonds" within your business.

We can identify untapped resources in almost any business, uncovering 
thousands of dollars in overpaid taxes, unrecognized profits, or excess 
expenses. We can do this because we tap into “The Acres of Diamonds” 
that every business possesses.

WHAT IS THE ACRES OF DIAMONDS CONCEPT? 

Let us explain…

The Acres of Diamonds story is a tale of how the largest diamond mine in 
Africa was discovered. An African farmer, who heard tales of other farmers 
who had made millions by discovering diamond mines, grew so excited at 
the idea that he could hardly wait to sell his farm and go prospecting for 
diamonds himself. 

In his haste to start his quest, he sold his farm for next to nothing, and 
spent the rest of his life wandering the African continent searching 
unsuccessfully for the elusive riches he so desired. Finally, worn out and 
penniless, he threw himself into a river and drowned. 

Meanwhile, back at the farm, the new owner happened to be crossing a 
small stream on the property one day and found an unusually shaped 
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glistening large black stone that he admired. He brought it home and put it 
on his mantle as an interesting curiosity. 

Several weeks later a traveling visitor looked at the stone, lifted it to look 
closer, and nearly fainted. He asked the farmer if he knew what the stone 
was. The farmer told him he thought it was some type of crystal. The visitor 
told him he had found one of the largest diamonds he had ever seen. The 
farmer had a hard time believing this and told him that his creek was full of 
these stones, though not as large as the one on the mantle. 

The first farmer sold his farm so that he could try and find a diamond mine, 
when it turned out that he already owned free & clear, what would become 
one of the most productive diamond mines on the entire African continent. 

The moral is clear: If the first farmer had only taken the time to learn by 
seeking knowledge from experts about what diamonds look like in their 
rough state, and to thoroughly search the property he already owned 
before looking elsewhere, all of his wildest dreams would have come true. 

Each business has its own set of unique “untapped resources,” or acres 
of diamonds. How will you identify yours? Are there better ways to do 
what you are doing? Ask yourself – How can I give my customers value? Are 
there additional products or services that I can add? Have I examined every 
facet of my business to see where improvements lie? 

To enable yourself to look deeper inside your business you need to have 
the ability to see things with “financial objectivity.” Sometimes this means 
bringing in a third party who can bring a fresh perspective and additional 
knowledge base than your own.

FINANCIAL MISTAKE #10
Continued from page 23

PLEASE NOTE

We hope this booklet has added 
new perspective on how you 
approach your business finances.

We wish you the greatest success 
in both your business and in 
your personal life and that you 
discover your own “Acres of 
Diamonds.”

Please call on us if you wish to 
discuss any of these topics and 
how they pertain to your unique 
business. We look forward to 
hearing from you. 

- Maria Stoney, EA, CFP

ARTISAN FINANCIAL SERVICES
(678) 474-9997

info@artisanfinancialservices.com
www.irstaxconsultants.com
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ABOUT ARTISAN FINANCIAL SERVICES
Accounting and Tax Specialists

Artisan Financial Services is a full-service accounting and tax firm serving 
Gwinnett County and the metro Atlanta area, specializing in providing 
strategic tax planning to small businesses. We work with you year-round 
to gain a deep understanding of your businesses and suggest tailored, 
proactive measures that can immediately improve your cash flow. Our 
approach has helped our clients save thousands of dollars annually.

We set ourselves apart from traditional accounting firms by forming deep, 
consultative relationships with our clients. Because we work to understand 
your business, we can identify strategies you can use to save money not 
just at tax time, but all year long. 

By providing proactive input and business coaching before you make 
financial decisions, we can often save you significant amounts of money, 
increase your profits, and improve cash flow. Our approach has increased 
our clients’ profits by anywhere from 5% to 25% of sales.

We specialize in taxation and are federally-licensed tax practitioners with 
unlimited rights to represent taxpayers before the IRS. We can assist you 
with tax problems including audits and negotiating payment plans. 

We help businesses with a full range of financial services, including Virtual 
CFO, small business and cloud accounting, business taxes, payroll, and 

www.irstaxconsultant.com

(678) 474-9997
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OUR CLIENTS SAY

“Artisan’s analysis and advice goes 
beyond the day-to-day business issues 

and addresses the root cause of 
issues impacting your business. They 
understand the interrelated business 

relationships and provide experienced 
and insightful strategic advice that 

strengthens your business and expands 
opportunities.”

- KIRK REINITZ, CEO
ADVOCATE RADIOLOGY BILLING

retirement plans. We offer tiered accounting packages to fit your business 
size and stage, with options of quarterly or monthly services.  

Artisan also assists individuals with personal financial planning and tax 
preparation; and is a Dave Ramsey Endorsed Local Provider (ELP). You 
get one-on-one guidance and a comprehensive financial plan that helps 
manage risk, improve performance, and ensure the growth and longevity 
of your wealth.

We never take a cookie cutter approach to managing your finances, 
because we understand, “It’s more of an art than a science.”

ABOUT ARTISAN FINANCIAL SERVICES
Continued from page 2

Tweet this book

Share this book on LinkedIn

Post a link on Facebook

Email this book to a friend

CLICK HERE TO 
REQUEST A FREE  
CONSULTATION!

http://twitter.com/?status=The+10+Most+Common+Financial+Mistakes+Costing+$Millions+to+Small+Business+Owners+http://bit.ly/ArtisanEBook+via+@ArtisanFinan
http://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=http://bit.ly/ArtisanEBook
http://www.facebook.com/share.php?u=http://bit.ly/ArtisanEBook
mailto:?subject=eBook&body=I%20thought%20this%20eBook%20might%20be%20of%20interest%20to%20you:%20http://bit.ly/ArtisanEBook
http://irstaxconsultant.com/appointments.php
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ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Maria Stoney, EA, CFP

Maria Stoney is CFO and Chief Tax Specialist of Artisan Financial Services, Inc. Her status as 
Enrolled Agent (EA), a federally licensed designation, allows her unlimited rights to represent 
taxpayers before the Internal Revenue Service in all areas of taxation. In addition to her EA status, 
Maria is a Certified Financial Planner and Licensed Insurance Professional. She is an expert 
on taxation, and her designations require her to maintain an extensive continuing education 
program to keep abreast of the latest tax regulations. 

Early in her career, Maria was exposed to the benefits of Financial Management and Tax Planning 
and how it can assist small business owners to shape the outcomes of their taxable income and 
significantly lower their taxes. She has dedicated her career to help educate her clients to the 
benefits of tax planning and understanding how their accounting reporting can be better utilized. 

As a business owner herself, Maria understands and can relate to the problems facing today’s 
small business owner in creating and maintaining a successful business. With over 25 years of 
experience in accounting and tax consulting, her strategies have helped hundreds to save money 
on their taxes and provided them with additional cash flow to help them secure their financial 
future. 

Maria has also earned the endorsement of Dave Ramsey (syndicated radio host and financial 
author), as a tax professional you can trust, due to her professionalism and her like-minded 
dedication to help people improve their personal financial situation. She has authored an e-book, 
The 10 Most Common Financial Mistakes Costing Millions to Small Business Owners Every Year.

Maria is a member of the National Association of Enrolled Agents (NAEA), National Association of 
Tax Professionals (NATP), and the National Society of Tax Professionals (NSTP).
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Get in touch
Artisan Financial Services

6340 Sugarloaf Parkway, Suite 200
Duluth, GA 30097

Phone: (678) 474-9997
Fax: (678) 474-9209

Email: info@irstaxconsultant.com

www.irstaxconsultant.com

https://www.facebook.com/Artisan-Financial-Services-Inc-406532292818396/timeline/
https://twitter.com/ArtisanFinan
https://www.linkedin.com/company/artisan-financial-services
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